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for I consider her completely unaccountable for her actions. But
I pray for the health of Your Royal Majesty/

The King's distrust, however, led him to seek an ulterior
motive behind this completely sincere letter. However well
meant his efforts had been, the Prince had nevertheless been
partly responsible for the downfall of Lola Montez, and the
King's mental condition at the moment made it difficult for him
to forgive anything of that sort. That was also manifested in
various other incidents. Count Arco-Valley, for example, kept
his word and shortly after the expulsion of the dancer had five
thousand gulden distributed amongst the poor of Munich. The
King regarded this gesture as a demonstration against himself.
He felt personally insulted and, by a letter written in his own
hand and without giving any further reason, forbade the Count to
come to Court. As Arco-Valley was regarded as one of the chiefs of
the ultra-Catholic party, Ludwig used this as proof that every-
thing which had happened in Munich recently had been the work
of the Jesuits.

With sorrow it was realized in the country that although
Ludwig I had given in outwardly, he was not himself convinced,
and that therefore the return of old conditions might possibly
be attempted at the first opportunity. Amongst the populace
general unrest persisted and any spark could easily kindle it into
flame. Fears were also entertained regarding further acts of
vengeance by the King. Pain and anger at his humiliation and the
loss of one so dear to him were still raging within him. He could
not believe that she was really as bad and depraved as she was
said to be. Yet in the last days many things had come out,
such as the particularly questionable relations of Lola Montez with
young men and her demands for money, which aroused his
suspicions and pained him more than everything else. The King
felt compelled to keep his son, the Crown Prince, who lived at
some distance from Munich, informed of the whole course of events.

Everything that happened was turned to advantage by the
democratic party. The Ministers with clerical leanings had been
swept away and the respect and dignity of the Crown weakened,
while unrest and nervousness reigned amongst the people. Then
another event took place which played into the hands of the
liberals all over the world. Everyone was accustomed to the idea
that instigation for revolt and revolution originated in France and
its turbulent capital, and this rule was once more proved true.